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” ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION. 


when it would be convenient for me to have them 


The following is an account of the excommuni-| callon me. The time was appointed ; when they 
cation of a member from the communion of the } accordingly came, and after about two hour’s conver- 
Rev. J. Chase’s Church, in Delancey-street, in this] sation, in which time the most prominent passages 
city, for believing the testimony of “all God’s holy | (of scripture) were brought forward which are gene- 


prophets,” and denying the testimony of Calvin's 
prophets. 
TO THE BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH: 

Dear Brethren—It is with the greatest pleasure 
that Lam called upon by reason and my own feel- 
ings, to give you “a reason of the hope that is in me, 
with meekness and fear.” But before I proceed di- 
rectly to this, I cannot refrain from noticing the un- 
just manner of your proceedings towards me, in 
which you have gone contrary to your own cove- 
nant; for the eighth article of your coverant reads 
as follows—* Any member who shall dissent from 
this covenant, or deviate from the articles of church 
discipline, shall have no voice or membership in the 
church, after the measure has been taken agreeably 
to article third,” &e. Article third. “ Members 
may apply to any officer of the church for advice, 
on matters of discipline, not divulging more than is 
necessary to obtain satisfactory information on the 
subject. However, if a member feel aggrieved or 
injured by another member, they are first to go to 
that member alone, and tell him or her of the fault; 
incase the matter should not be settled, then take 
one or two more along that they may try to settle 
the difficulty ; but if they cannot, the complaint may 
be made known to one of the officers of the church, 
who may try to settle it or report it to the church, if 
he should think proper, and request the parties to 
attend a church meeting. If the church find the 
complaint just, and the parties obstinate, they shall 
be suspended from communion, and admonished to 
a compliance of what the church thinks right ; when 
if they continue obstinate, they may have until the 
second or even until the third monthly church 
meeting to consider the matter, when if they remain 
obstinate, they shall be cut off from all privilege of 
the church.” Now, allowing that the church felt 
aggrieved or injured-in consequence of my change 
of sentiment, have you acted towards me according 
to the above cited article ? Certainly not ; for in- 
stead of the member, who understood that I had em- 
braced Universalism, waiting on, and endeavouring 
to reclaim me, from what he considered to be an 
error, he immediately mentioned it to the church, 
and requested that a committee should be appoint- 
ed to wait on me, which was accordingly done ; and 
one of this committee mentioned the same to me, 
(which was the first I knew of the chureh taking 


rally quoted, to prove the uamerciful sufferings of 


our fellow men, and I had given them my opinion 
of them, according to the understanding [ trust the 


Lord hath given me of them, they promised me I 
should have a hearing before the church, which has 
not been granted me. 
I do not attach any blame to the committee, for 
in the visit they made me they manifested a christian 
spirit towards me, for which I shall ever feel grate- 
ful, and esteem them as my christian brethren, al- 
though differing from me in sentiment. I am also 
informed, they used their best endeavours to pro- 
cure for me a hearing, but it was allin vain. It 
would not answer for a Universalist to speak be- 
fore the church ; and the reason was, (as I am in- 
formed,) you were afraid of my proselyting your 
members, or entangling some youthful minds. Ifthis 
was the case, and I have no reason to doubt it, your 
cause must be a deplorable one indeed. For unless 
it was, you would not be afiaid of letting your mem- 
bers hear for themselves the doctrine I have em- 
braced. It was also stated by one of your members, 
that it would be out of order to let an infidel speak 
before the church, when vou had excommunicated 
a member for only believing Arminianism, and 
joining a Methodist society. But, doubtless breth- 
ren, you will recollect, you have always made it an 
uniform practice on all occasions, to give members 
a hearing before the church, who may differ from 
you in sentiment; provided they have not joined 
themselves with another society. How it can be 
said, that I am an infidel, | cannot conceive, unless 
infidelity consists in believing that there is one un- 
created, self-existent, and Aimighty First Cause, 
who is possessed of infinite goodness, power, and 
wisdom ; who is the Father of our spirits, and the 
former of our bodies; who is the Disposer of all 
events, and who works all things after the counsel 
of his own will, which is the salvation of all men; 
whose nature and essence is Love; and who has 
made a revelation of his will to his creature man, in 
which is contained all the doctrines of Christianity, 
&e. If this is infidelity, all who have professed the 
Christian religion are infidels in a greater or less 
degree; while Paine, Voltaire, and all who have 
denied the authenticity of the Scriptures, are men 
of fidelity ! 

As there is a possibility that this member’s mind 





vp a labour with me,) and requested me to mention 





is so entangled with Calvinism as not to know the 
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difference between infidelity and Universalism, I 
shall notice what, in my mind, is not the least among 


the minor mysteries of the day, viz. The church is 
divided in opinion, one part believing in Calvinism, 


and the other in, what is generally termed, Fuller- 
ism, and each: party professing their willingness to 
believe in Universalism in preference to the other’s 
doctrine ; yet when one of either party embraces 
the doctrine of the “ restitution of all things,” both 
parties join in excommunicating him from their so- 
ciety. Brethren, | have thought much on this, and 
cannot account for it on any other ground than this, 
that “ Herod and Pilale were made friends the same 
day.” 

Brethren, as you would not suffer a despised be- 


liever in God’s unbounded goodness to all his in- 
tellicent offspring, to speak before the church, con- 
descend to votice the reasons of my changing my 
fait. in the first place—It is well known, at least 


to some of you, on my becoming a member with 
you, | embraced the leading principles of Calvin- 
ism; and, in process of time, drank deep in the 
spirit of Calvin. (‘That is in his principles.) I not 
only embraced but strenuously contended for them, 
among the small circle of my acquaintance, and was 
thought by them to be a most rigid Calvinist ; and 
no doubt they saw the doctrine more free from er- 
rors than I did myself, for there was always certain 
difficulties attending my belief, which I could not 
solve, but still I was honest. I could see no other 
way. For having it rooted into me from my infan- 
cy, that a portion of mankind would be endlessly 
miserable, when I come to read the Scriptures for 
myself, [ thought if this was the case, it must have 
been the will of the Almighty from all eternity : for 
Lam there taught, that bis will is like himself, un- 
altgrable. And that whatsoever he desireth, even 
that he doeth. Think it not strange, brethren, when 
[ tell you I was frequently unhappy. For there 
was always a certain gloom in my breast, not par- 
ticularly for myself, for I thought that I was one of 
the elect; but for those whom I considered to be 
objects of God’s never-ending and implacable ven- 
geance. Ofttimes I have looked at an innocent in- 
fant in the arms of its mother, and thought, (and in 
reason too, if the doctrine of reprobation be true) 
perhaps you are one of the reprobate, and an object 
of God’s hatred. This would chill my blood, palsy 
every nerve, and render me unspeakably unhappy ; 
for I could not be happy if any of my fellow beings 
were endlessly miserable. In this revery the words 
of Christ, like so many peals of thunder, would cross 
my mind, “ Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” But still I could not believe the despised 
doctrine of Universalism. Some, I thought, must 
be miserable in a future world; and if this was the 
case, the doctrine of reprobation must be true, for 
Deity cannot be disappointed. But, thanks be to 
God, brethren, the gloom of Calvinism is chased 
from my mind, by the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, through which life and immortality are 
brought to light, for a fallen world. I no more view 


towards unborn infants, and consigning to ceaseless 
and inexpressible wo, myriads of human beings, 
Instead of having these gloomy views of De ty. } 
now look up to him as the Father of the spirits o; 
all flesh ; loving all his offspring, delighting in thei: 
happiness, and desiring the misery of none Jy, 
“Gop Is LOVE; and he that loveth not knoweth 
not God.” 1 John iy. 8. If God is love, ail his dea). 
ings towards his creature man must be in loving. 
kindness ; for Jove thinketh no evil; and whom the 
“ Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son he receiveth.” Heb. xii6. And “ God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,” Ke 
John iii. 16. The motive in chastising whom he 
loveth, is the following —* For they, (our earthly fa- 
thers) verily for a few days chastened us after their 
own pleasure, but he (God) for our profit, that we 
might be made partakers of his holiness.” Heb. xii. 
10. Again. “ The Lord doth not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men. To crush under 
his feet all the prisoneis of the earth, to turn aside 
the right of man before the Most High.” Lamenta- 
tion iii. 33, 34, 35. “ But though he cause grief, yet 
will he have compassion according to the multitude 
of his tender mercies. (32d verse) For the Lord is 
gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and 
of great mercy. The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. All thy 
works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints 
shall bless thee.” Psalm exlv. 8, 9,10. If all his 
works praise him, they will all be brought to glori- 
fy God, for * he that offereth praise glorifieth the 
Lord.” Psalm 1. 23. For “he shall send Jesus 
which betore was preached unto you, whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution 
of all thing, which God has spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
Acts iii. 20, 21. “In thee shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.” Genesis xii. 3. “ Ye are the 
children of the prophets, and of the covenant whiclr 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, 
And in thy seed shall ali the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed.” Acts iii. 25. “ And the Scripture foresee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, 
In thee shall all nations be blessed.” Galatians iii. 9. 
“ All nations whom thou hast made shal! come and 
worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy 
name.” Psalm Ixxxvi. 9. “ All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, 
and all the -kindreds of the nations shall wor- 
ship before thee, for the kingdom is the Lord’s, 
and he is governor among the nations.” Psalm 
xxii. 27, 28. Look unto me and be ye saved all 
the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is 
none else. I have sworn by myself, the word is 
gone out of my mouth, righteousness, and shall not 
return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength, to him shall come, 
and all that are incensed against him shall be 
ashamed.” Isaiah xlv. 22—24. 
With this compare Romans x. 10. “ For with the 





the Father of our spirits, as wrathful and implacable 


heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 
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ihe mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Also 
Isaiah Iv. 10, 11. “ For as the rain cometh down 
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and 
pread to the eater, so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth, it shall not return unto me 
yoid, but it shall accomplish that which I please 
and prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it.” “1 
have no, pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
«ith the Lord, wherefore turn and live ye.” Ezek. 
xviiae80. Compare this with Isaiah xlvi. 10. “ De- 
claring the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cieat times the things that are not yet done, say- 
ing, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
ple sure.” Then the sinner must turn and live. 
«“ [the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and 
will hold thine hand and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
gentiles, to open the blind eyes, (not a part of them,) 
to bring out the prisoners (not help them out) from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house.” Isaiah xlii. 6,7. “For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God, being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” Rom. iii. 23, 24. 
“ Who will have all men to be saved and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one medi- 
ator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.”” 1 Timothy ii. 5, 6. “ For the love of 
Christ constraineth us because we thus judge, if one 
died for all then were all dead; and that he died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves but unto him who died for 
them and rose again.” @ Cor. v. 14.15. See also 
19th verse. “ To wit, that God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation.” 

Again. “ We have seen and do testify, that the 
Father sent the Son tobe the Saviour of the world.” 
1 John iv. 14. “ And he is the propitiation for our 
(the elect’s) sins, and not for ours (the elect’s) only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.” ii.2. “ For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be 
saved.” John iii. 17.“ For the bread of God is he 
which cometh down from heaven and giveth life 
unto the world.” vi. 33. “ As thou hast given him 
power over all flesh that he should give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given him.” xvii.2. And 
the Father speaking saith, “ All souls are mine.” 
Christ saith, “ All that the Father hath he hath given 
unto the Son; and this is the will of him that sent 
me, that of ali which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.” vi. 39. 

Brethren, please to read the whole book of John 
attentively, for the benevolence of our heavenly Fa- 
ther toward the human family is proved in every 
passage. Again. “ Now we know, that what things 
soever the law saith it saith to them that are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all 


19. “ But when the fulness of time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law.” 
Galatians iv. 4,5. Surely the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return and come unto Zion with songs, 
and everlasting joy upon their heads. And in this 
mountain (Zion) the Lord of hosts hath made unto 
all people a feast of fat things, &c. And God 
himself shall wipe away tears from all faces, and 
the rebuke of his people (the Jews) shall he take 
from off all the earth. This is truth, for the Lord 
hath spoken it. It is for believing these testimo- 
nies, that I am excluded from your society, and 
called a heretic and infidel; but these opprobrious 
names do not destroy that peace of mind I have, in 
placing unlimited confidence in these promises of 
God. But, on the contiary, I rejoice in believing, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. My miad 
is calm and reposed ; trusting in the veracity of God 
for the fulfilment of his promise ; looking forward 
with joy to the time, when the mystery of God 
shall be accomplished which he hath spoken to 
his prophets, when all things shall be gather- 
ed together in Christ. Then, the Devil and his 
works will all be destroyed; for which purpose 
Christ came, and took that flesh and blood of which 
all nations are made. Then shall the whole crea- 
tion be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God ; and all 
who have died in Adam, shall, in Christ, their spirit- 
wal head, be made alive. For he is the Bead of 
every man, the first born of every creature, and all 
who have borne the image of the earthly man shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. And when 
Christ shall have subdued all things unto him, then 
shall he also be subject unto the Father, that God 
may be all in all. Then will our fallen world be 
made the recipients of immortality and endless life. 
Fo: Christ says, “ Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
And he is “ made after the power of an endless life.” 
Then will the triumphant seng be sung, by every 
creature—“ O Death, where is thy sting ? O Grave, 
where is thy victory?” Even so, Lord Jesus, let it 
be. Amen! Hatrervsan! 
WM. WHITE. 
New-York, October 14, 1823. 
—>— 
On the Difficulties and Discouragements, which at- 
tend the Study of the Scriptures. 
BY BISHOP HARE. 
(Continued from page 172.) 

Let me observe one thing more, that it is the mis- 
fortune of a clergyman that he is confined to one 
profession, Other men, if they cannot live in one 
way, are at liberty to try another; but a man that 
has once the indelible character, must live by the 
one profession he has made his choice. If, there- 
fore, that livelihood be taken from him, it is in vain 
he has learning, parts, industry, and application. 
He will not be allowed to take any other course to 
repair the loss he suffers by his opinions as a cler- 
gymav. His time, and fortune, and studies, have 
been spent to make him useful in that one profes- 





the world become guilty before God.” Romans iii. 


sion; and, if he had abilities to maintain himself 
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in any other, it is too late; he has made his 
choice, and must abide by it. This then is the un- 
happy dilemma a reputed heretic is reduced to; he 
will neither be suffered to keep the profession, nor 
to leave it; he shall neither live in it, nor out of it. 
So that, notwithstanding his learning, parts, virtue, 
and industry; though he could make @ good law- 
yer, physician, merchant, or inechanic; if he be not 
orthodox, all possibilities of living comfortably, at 
least, and reputably, are taken from him. Go now, 
and think, if you can, that the advice I give you is 
not the advice of a friend. It is the advice of one 
who loves virtue and learning, who is a friend to all 
good men, and in particular greatly concerned for 
your success and advancement in the world. It is 
advice seconded by the examples of the greatest 
men; for, name me any one of the men most 
tamed for learning, in this, or the last age, who has 
seriously turned himself to the study of the Scrip- 
tures. I might name to you the most eminent men, 
down from Scaliger and Casaubon, to the present 
time. Capellus, indeed, and that excellent Grotius, 
are exceptions; but they met with such usage, that 
one has little encouragement from their examples. 
But not to go beyond our Own country ; who are 
the men who have excelled most (excepting always 
Sir Isaac Newton) in philosophy, astronomy, and 
mathematics? Have they not been clergymen? 
And was not their skill in these sciences, the efiect 
of thew great and constant application to them? 
Was not that time spent in these studies, that you 
think should have been applied to the Study of the 
Qn the other hand, take out two or 


scriptures 2 


three front so great a body, and where is there a 
clergyman of a great genius, and that has made a 


chief figure in the learned world, that has written 
upon the Scriptures, at least with any masterly 
saill in criticism ? 

And what is it that all this can be imputed to? 
Did these learned men decline this study, because 
they wanted the abilities proper for it? Surely that 
will not be said of men of their confessed learning. 
Or was there want of inclination aud good will to 
it? No, they were men of virtue, and good pro- 
testants, as well as scholars and men of letters. 
What then? Did they, who have taken so much 
pains upon other books, and witlf so much success, 
think the Scriptures the only ones that needed not 
their help? Neither can that be pretended. They 
saw the sacred books, through the injury of time 
and the ignorance of scribes, had sutiered as well 
as others; and much more by false and absurd in- 
terpretations. ‘To be plain, the one thing that 
turned them from so noble and necessary a study, 
was want of liberty, which, in this study only, is 
denied men. They found it was dangerous to ex- 
amine impartially, and speak freely; that they 
must write without liberty, or with no safety; that 
it would be expected of them to strain all their wit 
and learning, to patronise and palliate gross errors, 
instead of exposing or mending them: and to sup- 
port the received interpretations, however absurd, 
instead of such as reason and learning convinced 
them were the only true ones. But this was a task 





which men of ingenuous minds, whose integrity and 
love of truth were equal to their penetration and 
great abilities, could not submit to. For men to 
have eyes and understandings of their own, and yer 
not see and understand, but as they were bid, and 
that by men who could not see or understand them. 
selves—to make such a blind use of their learning 
and abilities was, they thought, to pervert the wie 
end of them, and really to dishonour God, whose 
service they weré given for. Since, therefore, they 
could not bear the thoughts of studying the Scrip. 
tures on these terms, no part was left men who 
could not be idle, but to turn to some other Rudy, 
in which, without fear of danger or offence, they 
might freely go whither truth and reason led. The 
consequence of which, besides the improvements 
made in arts and sciences, has been, that many of 
them have separately made more good emendations, 
and happily explained more difficulties in the 
smallest pagan writers, than they have done, take 
them all together, in two hundred years, upon the 
whole body of the Scriptures. 

What then I would advise you, is, to follow such 
examples. Turn yourself tothe study of the hea- 
then historians, poets, orators, and philosophers. 
Spend ten or twelve years upon Horace or Terence. 
To illustrate a billet-doux, or a drunken catch; to 
explain an obscene jest; to make a happy emenda- 
tion on a passage, that a modest man would blush at, 
will do you more credit, and be of greater service 
to you, than the most useful employment of your 
time upon the Scriptures, unless you can resolve to 
conceal your sentiments, and speak always with the 
vulgar. You see a present example in the great 
Bentley ; what a reputation has he acquired by the 
noble edition he has given of Horace! 
abilities confessed and admired by all! But had 
the same genius, the same sagacity and labour, 
been applied to the study of the Scriptures, to settle 
the texts in doubtful places, to mend corrupted 
ones, explain hard ones, fix the meaning of obscure 
ones, and to trace out the literal sense where it can 
be done; should he, I say, have attempted a work 
of this kind, instead of thanks and applause, it is 
more than probable, he would have been treated as 
a rash man, of no judgment, and less religion; and 
if his works had been sentenced to the flames, a 
majority would have been for throwing him in after 
them. 

Consider well, therefore, how you engage where 
there is no retreat, no repentance, no room for pat- 
don, if you once offend. You have two ways be- 
fore you. One will enable you to be useful in the 
world, without great trouble to yourself; it will 
crown your labours with success; it will bring you 
to reputation and esteem; it will put you into a way 
of making a decent provision for your family, and 
giving a good education to those two fine children 
God has blessed you with, and you may have many 
more. The other will itself fatigue you with many 
difficulties, and expose you to the most fatal con- 
sequences; it will draw on you an insupportable 
load of infamy, as a disturber of the church, and an 
enemy to the orthodox faith, and, in all probability. 
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end in the extreme poverty and ruin of yourself and 
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family. Which God forbid should ever be the case 
one, who has no other views but to dedicate his 
life to God’s service. 
I am, Sir, your faithful humble servant. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
—<p=-— 
From the Gospel Advocate. 
THE PROGRESS OF UNIVERSALISM. 

(Concluded from page 174.) 

August 27, met according to adjournment. The 
ouse being incapable of receiving the people, men 
were sent to erect seats in the woods. In the mean 
time, our Methodist brethren invited the people to 
a capacious and elegant church, lately erected in 
Mendon. The Rev. J. Badger, and T. Dixon, Esq. 
being appointed chairmen, and Dr. Neikerbroker, 
nd Dr. Allen, secretaries, the subject of debate 
was demanded. 

Thompson. Every man must know that the sub- 
iect is, whether all men or only a few shall he saved. 
* Williams. Mr. Thompson has asserted there is no 
punishment after death. Let him maintain or aban- 
Jon the assertion. 

T. Mr. Williams and his brethren, preach the 
doctrine of endless misery. Let them support their 
sentiments. Notwithstanding, if they acknowledge 
the restitution of all things, or admit that they are 
unable to oppose the final salvation of all men, I 
will then maintain the full, free, and eternal salva- 
tion of all mankind. 

W. You are bound to do so. We have met you 
to combat that sentiment. You have said five Meth- 
odist Elders had agreed to debate, and you were 
willing to grant them their own terms. 

T. I suppose there are twice that number of you, 
but care not whether there be five or fifty-five. 
You appear like men shut up in acity, strongly 
besieged and bombarded by the enemy. Conscious 
that your stores are scanty, and the enemy powerful 
and vigorous, you are desirous of being as parsi- 
monious as possible. Have your own terms. 

W. Prove your doctrine, that all pain is temporal. 

T. I have asserted the doctrine, it is yours to dis- 
prove what I have affirmed. 

W. We wish to hear your manner of defence. 

T. Professors of the religion of Jesus—At the 
age of fifteen I determined to be a minister of 
Christ. Since that period of life, twenty years have 
been spent searching for truth, which I ever have 
considered as a pearl of great price. Matt. xiii. 46. 
1 am forced io become your preacher on this occa- 
sion. Forced, did I say? O,no! My soul exults in 
God my Saviour, that ever he counted me faithful, 
by putting me into the ministry. Assisted by a 
liberal education, and I trust an unprejudiced mind, 
Ihave laboured night and day, till it bas pleased 
God that the films of ignorance and prejudice 
should fall from my eyes. Now I regard my oppo- 
nents as the Sadducees to whom Jesus says, Matt. 
xxii, 29, 30, “You do greatly err, not knowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resur- 
rection they are as the angels of God in heaven.” 








Scriptures concerning the resurrection, and of 
God’s almighty transforming power, which shall 
change our vile bodies into his own likeness. Shall 
any of Adam’s offspring, rise in sinful unbappy cir- 
cumstances at the resurrection? Jesus, faithful and 
true witness! thou shalt decide, “They are equal 
unto the angels, and are the children of God, be- 
ing the children of the resurrection.” Luke xx 36. 
Read Rom. iii. 19-21, and 1 Cor. xv. from the 35th 
verse to the end. See also Phil. iii. 21, and 1 John 
iii. 2; then permit me to ask, have not Jesus, Paul, 
and John, for ever settled the controveisy ? O, yes, 
your consciences will affirm, your attachment to the 
religion of Jesus will eompel you to admit, that in 
the resurrection all shall be happy. Shall my op- 
ponents pretend that the witnesses contradict them- 
selves? Ifthey attempt to maintain this, they will 
ruin their own cause as well as mine; for in doing 
so, they will overturn the evidences of Christianity. 
Though I belive the argument drawn from the 
resurrection is as immoveable as the pillars of hea- 
ven, yet I can bring additional evidence before you, 
when needed. My opponents will not dare to deny 
that God loved the whole world, when he gave his 
Son to die for it. Zephaniah: iii. 17, declares, “ God 
shall rest in his love.” John says, “'Those whom 
Christ loved once, he loves to the end.” John xiii. 1. 
“God's love is everlasting.” Jer xxxi. 3. O, my 
fellow preachers, renounce a God that will save to- 
day, and damn to-morrow ; he is not worthy your 
confidence. In him you cannot find rest for your 
souls! Jehovah, the Father of us all, is Almighty, 
infinitely wise and good. As soon shall the eternal 
reservoir of means, which Jehovah has in his eternal 
power, be exhausted, as he shall suffer one of his 
little ones to fall into the regions of despair, or di- 
vine abandonment. 

W. Jesus says, few shall be saved; and Paal, that 
the wicked shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction. (Here he commented ) 

T. 1 predicted that my opponents would endea- 
vour to make Christ contradict himself. If they 
had read their Bibles, they would have known that 
the terms saved, salvation, are used in a temporal 
as well as spiritual sense; and the terms destruc- 
tion, annihilation, or, at least, decomposition, con- 
sequently, there can be no pain after death. 

W. I can cite a passage where you must admit, 
destroyed does not mean to annihilate. “ O, Israel, 
thou has destroyed thyself. Destroy this body, and 
I will raise it wp.” 

T. Jesus says, destroy this temple, i. e. take asun- 
der all its component parts; consequently, it shall 
cease to be a temple; i.e. the temple shall be anni- 
hilated. ©, Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; as 
a people, or body politic. 

W. Jesus says, fear him, that after the body is 
dead, can destroy both soul and body in hell. Here 
is pain after death. 

T. You have not proved the proposition. For if 
the body were dead, as the text presupposes, then, 
as a dead body, it could not feel pain in dissolution, 
even by fire. And if the soul be immaterial and 





Yes, my hearers, these men are ignorant of the 


immortal, as vou affirm, it could not be destroyed, 
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nor decomposed. If it be material and mortal, it 





oe rr 
W. God delivered him for our offences, or Offered 


died with the body, and was unconscious; conse-| him for a Saviour, and the Jews put him to death. 


quently, there could be no pain after death. More- 


T. Then the Jews did much more to save the 


over, no honest wan would have translated the ori- | world than God, for he only offered Jesus to be , 
ginal word, gehennan, by the term, hell; nor would | Saviour, and the Jews, by killing him, made him , 
any rational man suppose, an immaterial soul could | Saviour; this is the best account I ever heard of 


be destroyed by material fire. 


W. The unbeliever shall not see life, his part shall 


be taken out of the book of life and the holy city. 


T. If the unbeliever cannot see life, and you can- 
not deny but that all have been unbelievers, then 
we must all go to hell together, and your doctrine is 
universal damnation. If you read Dan. xii. 1, 2, 7, 
and Rev. xii. 7; xx. 9, and 21 to 26, you will easily 
see, that the book of life and the holy city, refer to 
an ecclesiastical polity, and not to heaven. Paul 
says, man’s unbelief shall not make the faith of 
God of none effect. God has concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy on all. Rom. 


iii. 3, and xi. 32. 


W. The terms everlasting and eternal, are appli- 
ed to the punishment of the wicked, and also to the 
Deity. Now, if these words mean not endless, we 
cannot prove that God or the saints shall be eternal, 


or that heaven shall be eternal. 


T. This argument is a mean sophism, which will 
appear ridiculous when unmasked. Thus, I am tall, 
the steeple of this church is tall; therefore, I am as 
tall as the steeple. Napoleon is great, God is great, 


therefore Napoleon is as great as God. I stand 
prepared to prove, that the word translated everlast- 
ing, eternal, is, by the best authorities, Homer, and 
the sacred writers, limited to the age of the young- 
est person in this church. 

W. You can probably prove everlasting, to mean 
only one day. 

T.. I did not say so—but Jonah limits its extent 
to three days. And I defy any respectable Greek 
scholar to say it means endless, without blushing. 

W. \t is applied to the punishment of the wicked, 
in connexion with the final judgment. Matt. xxv. 46. 

T. If you would look at the adverbs used in the 
Sist verse, and then read Matt. xvi. 27, 28, Matt. 
xxiv. 3, unto the S5th. John xxi. 21, 23. 1 Pet. 
iv. 7, you would be forced to admit the judgment is 
past 1700 years, and consequently the punishment 
was temporal. 

W. The sin against the Holy Ghost shall never 
be forgiven in this world, nor in that which is to 
come. 

T. Sir, you preach, and your disciples assert, 
that Jesus made a full atonement, oblation, and sac- 
rifice, for the sins of the whole world. If Jesus paid 
the debt, bow could it be forgiven? According to 
orthodoxy, God forgives no sin, however smail. 
Moreover, if a man commit murder, and be put to 
death for it, shall any pretend that the man was 
forgiven ? 

W. Do you admit there is any sin? Let this be 
decided. 

T. L know not what you call sin; pray explain 
Acts ii. 23, and iv. 28. How could the Jews crucify 
Jesus with wicked hands, when delivered by the de- 


them. 

W. We believe the Jews did not put Jesus to 
death. The Lerd made him an offering, and his 
wrath lay heavy on him, and occasioned the death 
of Christ. 

T. I hear something more horrible, than I have 
ever before heard fall from the lips of man, viz. that 
the wrath of God killed Jesus, whom, with an audi- 
ble voice from heaven, he had declared to be his 
well beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased. 

W. Then the Father might deliver Christ, and 
the Jews, as free agents, might put him to death. 
T. So then the Father only helped Judas to be- 
tray Jesus, and consequently Judas was a co-worker 
with God. The term agent, cannot apply to man, 
who is entirely dependent. Pilate and the Jews dig 
only what God’s power and wisdom had predeter- 
mined to be done. Acts iv. 28. Jesus said to Pilate, 
“You could have no power against me except it 
were given you from on high.” John xix. 11. See 
Gen. |. 20. Isa. xlv. 7, and Amos iii. 6. 

W. Then you do not believe in original sin, nor 
total depravity, consequently no change of nature is 
needed. 
T. I know not what you call original sin; you 
tell me of the devil sinning in heaven, which if true, 
was before Adam sinned. Then you tell me of 
Adam’s sin being original. You talk of man chang- 
ing his nature, first to evil, then to good. I believe 
all such stories to be fanatical and imaginary. Ev- 
ery man has the nature God gave him, and God 
never will damn one man for another’s offence. 
W. 1 do not say he will, Jesus saves men from 
the sin of Adam and all its consequences. 
T. When will Jesus save men from Adam’s sin 
and all its consequences ? 
W. In the resurrection. 
T. You have stated that human depravity and 
corrupt nature, as well as all actual sin flow from 
Adam. Now the argument is at an end. You have 
either committed yourself, or you are as great a 
Universalist as my self. 

——j> -- 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—In a former Number of the Herald, there 
appeared an extract from the New England Galaxy, 
giving an account of a very extravagant dress, said 
to be worn by a Mrs, Judson, a Baptist Missionary. 
In consequence of the publication of this, a com- 
mittee was appointed by the Boston Baptist Asso- 
ciation, to take into consideration the reports which 
have been circulated on the subject, and to publish 
the result of their inquiries. The committee have 
therefore issued a circular, proving to my satisfac- 
tion, the falsity of the statements made by the Edi- 
tor of the Galaxy. This circular I now hand to you 
with a request for its insertion. Although I am no 
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friend to foreign missions, and especially not ‘o 
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those who profess great love to souls, and call upon 
otherg to give money to aid in the salvation of the 
heathen, and yet refrain from giving themselves, 
although in many instances they have greater abi- 
lity than those on whom they call. Still, I think, 
asense of justice to an injured individual, obliges 
as, when a misstatement has been made, and the 
truth afterwards comes to our knowledge, to give it 
as creat a circulation as bad been given to the false- 
hood. I have no personal knowledge of Mrs. Jud- 
son, but I know many persons of respectability and 
veracity Who have, and they uniformly say, that 
she is an amiable and a pious woman, and wholly 
devoted (though I think mistakingly) to what she 
thinks the eternal interests of the heathen. Now, 
Sir, [think when there appears to be nothing like 
fraud, we should put the most charitable construc- 
tions on the intentions of our opponents, and give 
them eredit for sfcerity at least; and ought cer- 
uinly to make a distinction between those who are 
telling how many souls are daily dropping into end- 
less misery for want of dollars and cents, and minis- 
ters to preach, and yet remain at home, and give 
nothing, and those who forsake friends, and home, 
and suffer the privations consequent on a residence 
in a foreign land, to carry those tidings, which they 
consider will, if believed, exalt them to happiness 
and heaven. Your compliance with the above re- 

quest will oblige E. C. 
Note—We agree with our correspondent, and 

cheerfully give publicity to the Circular. We also 

express, as our Opinion, the sentiment, that the press 
which is prostituted to the promulgation of false- 
hood, to palm it upon the public for truth, is very 
unprofitably employed. We shall, at all times, be 
more ready to correct errors than to commit them. 
ED. 
CIRCULAR. 
Vindication of Mrs. Judson. 

The Committee appointed by the Boston Baptist 
Association, at Salem, Sept, 18th, 1823, to take 
into consideration the reports which have been 
circulated concerning the extravagance of Mrs. 
Judson’s dress, and to publish the result of their 
inquiries, beg leave to make the following state- 
ments. 

In a news-paper published in this city on the 25th 
of July last, the following communication appeared, 
and has been since transcribed into other papers. 

[Then follows the statement, which was copied 
into this Paper, Number 16, p. 126.] 

The personal friends of Mrs. Judson read this 
communication with surprise and sorrow, mingled 
with feelings of just indignation. They knew that 
a difference of opinion existed as to the reasona- 
bleness and utility of Foreign Missions, but they 
did not expect, that the character of a female, who 
was labouring under the pressure of indisposition, 
would be unnecessarily assailed. 

Theaccount of het visiting dress was so far from 
being correct, that those who had been in her soci- 
ety most frequently, concluded, that no one friend- 
ly to Missions would give credit to the representa- 
ton. But in this they have been disappointed. 


Persons who never saw Mrs. Judson, and not find- 
ing this account contradicted, have supposed it was 
true. It was a knowledge of this fact which led to 
the appointment of the aforesaid Committee by the 
Boston Baptist Association. 

Soon after the publication of the above statement, 
Mr. E. Lincoln waited on the Editor, and request- 
ed to be introduced to the Jady who was “ in habits 
of familiar intercourse with Mrs. Judson, and to 
whom application was made for charity in her be- 
half; and who had informed him, that the visiting 
dress of this self-denying female Missionary could 
not be valued at less than TWELVE HUNDRED DOL- 
Lars.” The Editor introduced him to the gentle- 
man who authorized the communication. This 
gentleman referred him to his Mother, as the lady 
alluded to in the above named news-paper. Mr. 
Lincoln therefore called on her, and was surprised 
to learn, that this lady, “ in habits of familiar inter- 
course with Mrs. Judson,” had never seen her ; that 
she had never been applied to for charity in her be- 
half; and had no personal knowledge respecting 
any item inthe communication. She stated to Mr. 
Lincoln, that she had received her information from 
another lady, whom she named. Mr. Lincoln then 
sought an interview with this person, who it was 
said had boarded in the same house with Mrs. Jud- 
son, and had seen her rich dresses. But she de- 
clared to him, that she had never boarded in the 
same house, and never had seen either Mrs. Judson 
or her apparel ; but had heard the statement from a 
lady, who had received it from another lady in 
Bradford; a small town about thirty miles from 
this city. 

The Committee now state, that the articles of 
dress, of which so much has been said, were not 
purchased, either with the private property of Mrs. 
Judson, or with missionary money ; but were pre- 
sented to her by different individuals, as tokens of 
personal affection and respect. The Cashmere 
shawl, “ valued at $600,” was given to her in Eng- 
land, by the sister of a distinguished friend of mis- 
sions; and we are assured, from very respectable 
authority, that it cost twenty-five dollars. “The 
Leghorn flat, valued at $150,” was purchased in 
Salem; and from the certain knowledge of two 
ladies concerned in the purchase, did not exceed in 
its cost, eight dollars and fifty cents. As to the lace 
trimming on the gown, stated at $150, a very inti- 
mate friend, at whose house Mrs. Judson stayed, 
says, “ she had not, tomy knowledge, one gown that 
had a particle of lace upon it. If she had, I was 
ignorant of it, or it was so trifling, that it did not 
make an impression sufficient to be remembered.” 
We feel authorized to state, from the testimony of 
other ladies of unquestionable veracity, who visited 
with Mrs. Judson in different cities, and who saw 
the apparel in her possession, that this is a just re- 
presentation. 

Concerning what is said of jewelry, which, in or- 
der to make up the aforesaid sum of $1200, is esti- 
mated at ¢300, we scarcely know how to express 
ourselves. With the exception of a chain, and a 
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family, and these were given her, it is believed that 
her jewelry was not worth five dollars. 

For the information of those who did not see 
Mrs. Judson while she was in this country, the 
Committee would remark, that a majority of them 
had the pleasure of receiving her into their families 
as a guest; and the impression left on their minds 
was, that she had a soul too elevated to be occupied 
in ornamenting her person. She was in fact dis- 
tinguished for the plainness and cheapness of her 
dress. The same individuals met with her fre- 
quently in the cities of New-York and Washington ; 
but in no instance did they see any thing in her de- 
portment or apparel, which did not accord with 
that modesty, simplicity and plainness, which be- 
cometh women professing godliness. 

Having stated these facts, the Committee deem it 
unnecessary to offer any comment upon them, but 
would leave each reader to make his own reflec- 
uons. 

It may be proper to state, that the Committee 
are in possession of the names of all the parties 
concerned, but as the mention of them did not seem 
necessary for the defence of our highly esteemed 
friend, Mrs. Judson, they are fiom motives of deli- 
cacy suppressed. 

Signed in behalf and by order of the Boston Bap- 
THOMAS BALDWIN, 
LUCIUS BOLLES, 
DANIEL SHARP, 
GEORGE KEELY, 
ENSIGN LINCOLN. 

Boston Oct. 1, 1823. 

i 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
SECTARIAN ZEAL. 

One Joseph Nelson has been delivered of a 
speech at the anniversary of the Evangelical Tract 
Society. From a monstrous mass of rant and fus- 
tian, I select the following. * * Only consider 
the thousands of individuals who are employed in 
composing tracts, writing sermons, and travelling 
from place to place in quest of positions to erect 
their misstonary sTANDARDS! Reflect for a mo- 
ment upon the MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, which are 
under constant contributions, for the support of these 
benevolent institutions—the millions of hands, and 
pockets, which have been employed in collections 
and comtributions, and the millions of millions of 
motives and trains of thought which have actuated 
the donors and contributors, &c. &c. Who can 
calculate ? Can Gabriel himself tell what is to be 
the glorious result of such stupendous enterprize ?” 

I think Gabriel cannot—for the instigator of this 
enterprize is an angel of a different stamp. This 
rantipole religionist continues—* And what are 
the features and privileges of the millenial church ? 
Let us look around and see on what banners they 
are displayed. On the ¢rminian, who would rob 
God of a part of his glory, to share it with the crea- 
ture? On all arownd [but us!] who would tare 
{tear ?] from his prerogative as King of nations? 
On our own banners, alone {Scotch Presbyterian] 
ean we behold Messiah with this inscription on his 


tist Association, 





vesture and on his thigh: King of kings and Lord 
of lords. * * Our tracts have been rapidly multi. 
plying. We will scatter them like drops of dew on 
the blades of grass,” &c. This is a specimen of or- 
thodox oratory and liberality. What are Mr. Ne). 
son’s friends about that they do not place him in , 
mad-house ? 
—<—— 
FOR TUE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 
LUKE X, 30-37. 
See the poor helpless sinner laying 
Covered with wounds which sin has made 
On the road-side hear him praying, ; 
Hear him call aloud for aid: 
“OO!” he cries, “ have pity on me; 
Do not my wretched case deride, 
Do not turn your footsteps from me, 
Pass not on the other side.” 


A certain priest advances near him, 
Talks of election and decrees, 

The sinner turns an ear to hear him, 
But finds no help in words like these : 

“Tf you,” says he, “are not elected, 
You never can with God abide, 

I hope that you are not rejected” — 
He passes on the other side. 


Another hears his awful groanings, 
And tells him if he does his part, 
Christ will sooth his grief and moanings 
And change his hardened stony heart: 
“O,” says the sinner, “I can never 
Believe myself; in vain I’ve tried ;” 
“ Well then you will be damn’d for ever,’ 
He passes on the other side. 


A beauteous form at length approaches, 
And with compassion views his case, 
He does not frown ner vent reproaches, 
For love is beaming in his face. 

He does not ask why grief and anguish 
In the wretches breast reside, 

Nor does he leave him there to languish, 
Or pass by on the other side. 


He pours in oil and wine, and bindeth 
Up his wounds, though deep and sore, 
And a habitation findeth, 
Where he shall live for evermore. 
Sinner, though full of grief and pain, 
In thy good neighbour's word confide, 
Jesus, the GOOD SAMARITAN, 
Will not pass on the other side. 


_—<— iS —- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “Society for the Investigation and Establisiment o! 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 65 
Chrystie-street, on Friday Evenings at seven o'clock. The 
object of this society is one of universal interest. All reli- 
gious denominations therefore, are invited te attend. 

— — 
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